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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY OF THE CITY OF JASPER 

NOVEMBER 23, 2004 
 
 The Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Jasper, Indiana, met in 
regular session on Tuesday, November 23, 2004 in the Council Chambers of City 
Hall located at 610 Main Street.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
        Mayor William J. Schmitt who presided called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
 Mayor William J. Schmitt   present 
 Board member Victor J. Knies                present 
 Board member Thomas R. Schmidt  present  
 
 Also present were Police Chief Richard Gunselman, Building Commissioner 
David Seger, Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle (arrived after pledge), City 
Engineer Chad Hurm, City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein, and Clerk-Treasurer 
Juanita Boehm.  Personnel/Safety Director Charles Schneider and Fire Chief 
Kenneth Hochgesang were absent. 
 

Clerk-Treasurer Juanita Boehm announced that a majority of the board 
members must be present for a quorum.  All three board members were present, 
therefore, there was a quorum for the meeting. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Mayor Schmitt invited all present to join him in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 The board members examined the minutes of the regular meeting held on 
November 9, 2004.  A motion was made by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas 
Schmidt to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried 3-0.    
 

MILL STREET EXTENSION AND COUNTY ROAD 400 NORTH 
RECONSTRUCTION – CHANGE ORDER NO. 6 

 City Engineer Chad Hurm presented Change Order No. 6 in conjunction with 
the Mill Street Extension and County Road 400 North project.  He explained that 
there would be a net decrease of $145,387.75.  He said the change is due to a 
decrease in asphalt costs because of cement stabilization to the road bed.  Hurm 
reported that the Dubois County Commissioners had approved the Change Order at 
their November 15, 2004 meeting and requested concurrence from the Board of 
Public Works and Safety.   During discussion, Victor Knies requested a statement 
indicating the total cost of the project to date.  Hurm responded that he would bring a 
break-down of the costs to the next meeting. 
 
 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to 
concur with the Dubois County Commissioners concerning Change Order No. 6 for a 
net decrease of $145,387.75 for the Mill Street Extension and County Road 400 
North Reconstruction project.  Motion passed 3-0. 
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 During further discussion, Mayor Schmitt asked City Engineer Hurm why 
there were so many curves in the road extension.  Hurm responded that the road had 
to veer around a large ditch at the north end.  He also stated that because of the 
location of their transmission line, Hoosier Energy did not want to grant an easement 
for the project. A landowner donated property for the entire right-of-way, so the road 
was shifted in that direction.   
 

DEMOLITION OF HOUSE ON SOUTH JACKSON STREET 
 City Engineer Chad Hurm requested permission to seek quotes to demolish 
the house and garage located at 222 Jackson Street. Hurm presented a map of the 
area.   
 During discussion, Victor Knies asked if there would be any asbestos in the 
house that needs to be removed.  Engineer Hurm responded that the process is not as 
extensive in dealing with this asbestos removal because this was an individual 
residence.  Mayor Schmitt reported that several individuals have expressed an 
interest in obtaining certain items, such as windows and plants, from the property.  
He stated that once a contract for demolishing the property is obtained, individuals 
could contact the contractor if they were interested in any items.  Street 
Commissioner Raymond Eckerle recommended that trucks hauling debris use the 
alley onto Third Street and not use the recently paved area or new sidewalk.  
Building Commissioner David Seger commented that this was not part of the 
Redevelop Old Jasper Action Coalition (ROJAC) project. 
 
 A motion was made by Thomas Schmidt and seconded by Victor Knies to 
authorize the City Engineer to seek quotes for demolishing the house and garage 
located at 222 Jackson Street.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 

REPORTS 
Mill Street Property.  Mayor Schmitt said the City Engineer should look into 
starting the process to demolish the city-owned house on Mill Street – the old 
Bockelman property. 
State Road 162 and South Newton Street and Meridian Road Intersections.  
Mayor Schmitt reported that two intersections, one located at South Newton Street 
and State Road 162 and the other one located at Meridian Road and State Road 162 
are always dark at night and requested City Engineer Hurm check into plans for 
illuminating the intersections.  Even though both intersections are located outside of 
the city limits, Mayor Schmitt said this matter is a safety issue that the City needs to 
address because our citizens travel these unlighted intersections.  Building 
Commissioner David Seger reported that when the new State Road 162 was 
constructed, there were no electric lines close enough to supply power, but a line has 
now been built.   
Meridian Road and College Avenue.  City Engineer Hurm reported that there are 
some erosion control problems that have to be resolved before the city takes over 
College Avenue.   
Forty-First Street and Baden Strasse (from 10-26-04 meeting).  Police Chief 
Richard Gunselman reported that he had studied traffic patterns at the Forty-First 
Street and Baden Strasse intersection.  He explained that he had studied the situation 
because of the request from an individual requesting a three-way stop at that 
intersection.  Gunselman stated that since there is neither a sight distance problem 
nor excessive speeding, he does not recommend a three-way stop at that intersection.   
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West 13th Street – no parking zone (from 11-9-04 meeting).  Police Chief 
Gunselman reported that he has not been able to set up an appointment with 
representatives of the hospital concerning street parking on West 13th Street.   
Vehicle Maintenance Report.  Police Chief Richard Gunselman presented the 
vehicle maintenance report for October 2004 for review.   
 

KENNELS AND CONCRETE PAD 
 Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle requested permission to pour a new 
concrete pad and purchase three new kennels for an animal holding pen at the street 
department.  Eckerle presented a picture of a sample kennel.  Eckerle also explained 
that the street department is neither a humane society nor a dog pound, but needs a 
place to hold stray animals until the owner or a home can be located.  He said three 
kennels would cost about $1,100.   
 
 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to 
approve the request of the Street Commissioner to purchase materials to refurbish the 
animal-holding pen at the street department.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 

VEHICLE MAINTENANCE BUILDING – TELEPHONE 
 Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle presented a quote of $1,123.61 from 
Matrix Integration for a telephone, speaker and alarm system for the new vehicle 
maintenance building.   He explained that since the building requires a sprinkler 
system, a phone system is needed to connect the automatic dialer into the existing 
system.  When City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein asked why only one quote was 
sought, Street Commissioner Eckerle responded that Matrix Integration supplies and 
maintains the existing phone system.   
 
      A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Victor Knies to approve 
the quote from Matrix Integration for $1,123.61 for labor and supplies for a phone 
system to accommodate the new vehicle storage building.   Motion passed 3-0.   
 

ROAD PLATES 
 Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle presented a quote from Efficiency 
Production, Inc. for five certified road plates at a cost of $5,850 plus $600 freight.  
He explained that road plates are needed to cover an open trench or street cut.  City 
Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein asked why only one quote was presented.  Street 
Commissioner Eckerle responded that he had checked with another manufacturer 
who makes plates, but their product had a metallic finish, which drove the price up 
considerably.   
 
 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Victor Knies to 
approve the quote of $5,850 plus $600 freight for road plates from Efficiency 
Production, Inc., Mason, Michigan.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 

2004 STREET SIGNS 
 Street Commissioner Raymie Eckerle presented three quotes for 2004 Street 
Signs.  The quotes for 72 signs were as follows: 
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Vendor    Quoted Price 
BARCO Municipal Products     No bid 
Hall Sign Co.    $2,712.88 
Michael Todd & Co.   $2,034.56 
Stello Products   $2,271.39 

 
Street Commissioner Eckerle stated that the signs were all the same standard. 

 
 A motion was made by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to 
accept the low quote of $2,034.56 from Michael Todd & Co. for 72 street signs.  
Motion passed 3-0. 
 
 

EASEMENTS 
City Attorney Sandy Hemmerlein presented the following easement for 

acceptance and approval: 
 
Grant of Permanent All Purpose Utility and Cable Easement 
Othmar Mathias and Florentine Mathias, Trustees of the Life Estate Joint Trust 
Agreement of Othmar and Florentine Mathias – Part of the SW ¼ of S27 T1S, R5W 
 
 A motion was made by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to 
approve and accept the easement, as listed above.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business to come before the board, a motion was 
made by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion carried 3-0 and the meeting adjourned at 8:56 a.m. 

   
     
 ______________________________ 

      Mayor William J. Schmitt 
      Presiding Officer 
Attest: 
 
______________________________ 
Juanita S. Boehm, Clerk-Treasurer 
 
Cynthia Kluemper, Recording Secretary 


